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Since 1999 Play It! has given children fun, focus and satisfaction, delivered by trained music specialists. 

All our workshops are a chance for children to develop confidence and self-esteem as well as musical skills and knowledge, and for school staff to learn new skills through observation and handouts.

EARLY YEARS PROJECTS – year long work in clusters, with Youth Music funding

We have been running extended projects in nurseries for 8 years, and our 2008/09 work was in 22 settings in and around 4 children’s centres in Weston-super-Mare and Pill. Our projects typically include sessions with babies, toddlers and pre-school groups, free CDs for settings and/or families, training and mentoring for practitioners and childminders, and celebration music gatherings bringing several settings together.

MUSIC ROADSHOW – a half day of concert and workshops for 4 classes

A one-off visit by two musicians, providing four class music workshops (two with each musician), followed by an interactive performance for all the children. The workshops are a creative chance to learn new songs, explore sound, use percussion instruments, and introduce material used in the performance. In the performance, children sing, provide soundscapes for a story, and see a variety of instruments showcased, including guitar, accordion, saxophone, flute, piano, violin, harp, dulcimer and whistles.

The Roadshow covers a wide range of curriculum requirements in an engaging way, including pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, singing, soundscapes, and knowledge of different instruments and timbres. It is tailored for children from Foundation Stage, KS1 or KS2.

BANG IT! – dynamic rhythmic skills on junk instruments

Based on the stunning performances of Stomp, we develop rhythmic awareness and sequencing skills, using broomsticks, bouncing balls, paper, cardboard, polythene - and the kitchen sink if we can find one!

This work demands great focus and awareness of others in the group, and delivers the excitement and satisfaction of shared composition and performance. We will also use video clips of Stomp, small group work, body percussion, vocal sounds, pitched percussion and found instruments brought in by the children.

Differentiated for all levels within KS2, Bang It! can last from an hour to a day, or a series of sessions over days or weeks. The outcome is a performance of the pieces produced.

CLASS MUSICAL – songwriting and performance

The class conceives, writes and performs their own song/s, about their lives and feelings, real or imagined. Options include exploring of feelings through sound and song, and input to support percussion accompaniment. The chosen theme can support other curriculum topics, and songs may form a narrative.

Sessions include warm-ups, name games, rhythmic and singing input, stimuli to support songwriting, and small group work. Children develop vocal and performance skills and confidence.

This workshop is for all ages within KS2. The outcome is a performance accompanied by the tutor. The work can last just one hour, up to a series of sessions to generate several songs and learn songs on the theme, and add accompaniments, and/or dance moves.

MAKE ‘EM, PLAY ‘EM – junk instrument making 

We make and decorate unusual musical instruments, and learn about how their sounds are produced.
Instruments include the unique ‘squonky tube’ which produces a loud sax-like sound with 3 different pitched notes originating from a balloon stretched over the end of a cardboard tube; the sound of coat hangers, heard via strings held to the ears; and various drums, shakers and rattles.
We then play the instruments together, developing simple pieces using rhythms and sequencing, and can make a procession or performance. All materials and tools are supplied, and tools are used with proper supervision and awareness of health and safety issues. 

Instrument making is for KS1 and KS2, and is normally a half-day workshop. The tutor requires the support of at least two adults in the classroom for the making process. There is an additional fee for the time and expense in preparing materials.

WORLD WIDE MUSIC – songs, rhythms and instruments from around the world

Whatever part of the world you would like to focus on, we can provide musical input accessible to different age groups from nursery to KS2, with scope for movement and creative adaptation in the workshop.

All our tutors have enhanced CRB clearance and public liability insurance.

For further information email info@playit.org.uk or phone 01275 880662.

